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BY JOMYLENE FLORES
Communications Coordinator

If there’s anything we can learn from Interfaith, it is
that anyone can fall on hard times. Receiving supportive
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Doug first came to Interfaith over seventeen years ago
after being homeless for five years.
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services, a structured program, and professional direction
are what transforms a life on the streets into a self-sufficient
lifestyle. Oftentimes people just need a break and another
chance, while others need a change. Sometimes, they need
both, like Doug.

Doug found himself homeless with a metham-
phetamine addiction, and living on the streets of Escondido
for five years. Ready for something new in his life, Doug
came to Interfaith with the hope of making that drastic and
needed life change. He needed a place to stay. He needed
to get sober. He needed help. Doug utilized a number of
services offered at Interfaith, and took advantage of every
opportunity available to him. He spent a year and a halfin
residential treatment, where he gained more than just the
opportunity to get clean. He says, “They taught me how to
be sober; they taught me how to live.”

Doug was also able to benefit from the employ-
ment services program through Interfaith Veterans Services,
where he was trained as a chef for convalescent care. This
opportunity allowed him to land a job at a local retirement
facility. With a new career and purpose, Doug transitioned
from being a chef for several years into becoming a facilities
manager. He even worked as a resident manager for Inter-
faith Veterans Services for three years. He looks back at that
time as “a chance to give back to the people who saved my

life.”
~ CONTINUED on page 3

New Family Housing in Oceanside

By LiLA FETHEROLF
Associate Director of Housing

Four formerly homeless families now have perma-
nent affordable Oceanside homes, thanks to the efforts of
dedicated volunteers who helped refurbish the apart-
ments, and funding for property acquisition provided by
the City of Oceanside.

Projects like this one would be impossible with-
out the generous support of our community. More’s
Workers, a group of skilled volunteers from Church of
Saint Thomas More, volunteers from North Coast Church
led by David Bradford, and other individuals with a heart
for service spent many long hours lovingly upgrading a 48-
year-old apartment building to create these homes. Pastor
Connor McFadden from North Coast Church offered a
house blessing at a small gathering held on June 3rd to
celebrate the opening.

With so many people impacted by the still-
challenging economy, we are grateful for the opportunity
to provide stable housing for low-income families. We

offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped with not
only this, but all of our recent housing development pro-
jects. It takes all of us together to build a strong and
healthy community!

Ribbon-cutting ceremony at the newly refurbished
apartments for family housing in Oceanside.
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Leadership
Award

BY LiLA FETHEROLF
Associate Director of Housing

Interfaith is a proud member of the
San Diego Housing Federation, a coalition
of affordable housing developers, advocates
and other organizations that promotes the
creation of quality affordable housing fo-
cused on lower income families and people
in need.

Interfaith’s housing programs were
recognized in 2009 and 2010 at the Hous-
ing Federation’s annual awards event, cap-
turing the “Housing Project of the Year —
Special Needs” award for Raymond’s Ref-
uge in 2009 and Fairweather Lodge in
2010.

This year Interfaith’s Founding
Executive Director, Suzanne Stewart
Pohlman, was awarded the CSH Supportive
Housing Award for “outstanding leadership
of an individual or organization that has
made a significant difference to the creation
or operation of high quality supportive
housing in San Diego.” Congratulations,
Suzanne!

Interfaith
screens
student -made
hunger film

BY JASON COKER
Director of Development

I can always tell when an audience
for the film One In Seven: The New Face of
Hunger is going to shift from simple concern
to utter shock. It happens at the same mo-
ment in every screening: when the film re-
veals that some active military families in
San Diego are struggling to put enough food
on the table.

It really is shocking because the
contrast is so surprising. In the film we see
active military families lined up to receive

~ CONTINUED on page 3



Suzy PO0Os Corner

By
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several months, in addition to her duties as the
Executive Director, Suzanne has also been working
tirelessly to help her daughter Katrina find lung
donors to save her life from the effects of Cystic
Fibrosis. Sadly, on June 9th Katrina Howell passed
away, too ill to receive a transplant from the do-
nors they found. Our heartfelt thoughts and
prayers are with the Howell and Pohlman families
at this time.
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The upcoming Annual Meeting, “Talk With
Me, Walk With Me,” will be Suzanne Stewart
Pohlman’s last day as Executive Director. So please
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Wednesday, August 31

Welcome Reception Begins at 11:00 a.m.

come talk with her and walk with us all, as we introduce
and welcome our new Chief Executive Officer. Like a
family reunion, we will reminisce about the past, talk
about the present, and walk shoulder-to-shoulder to-
ward the future. Everyone who is a part of the Inter-
faith family, and all those who would like to join or just

learn about this remarkable extended family, are asked
to attend. Bring your stories, share your memories, and
voice your desires for the future as we continue the leg-
acy.

This year, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints at Highway 15 and Felicita will host the per-

Complimentary Lunch Provided
Church of Jesus Christ of Lattatay Saints in
Escondido (at Highway 15 & Felicita)

RSVP today to Mary Ferro at (760) 488380
ext. 266



